
 

 

A high-level monthly briefing on operations and activities at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory 
Work at the lab advances the Department’s strategic priorities of energy security,  

nuclear security, scientific discovery and environmental responsibility. 
 

 
 Energy Secretary Visits INL 
U.S. Secretary of Energy Steven Chu paid his first visit to INL in mid-September. He began his stay in Idaho by 
meeting with employees at the Center for Advanced Energy Studies, where he talked of the challenge of climate 
change and the role low-carbon energy sources like nuclear power must play in the nation’s energy mix. The 
secretary then boarded one of INL’s new diesel hybrid buses for a trip to the Materials and Fuels Complex, where 
he met with top nuclear engineers and scientists and was briefed on their leading-edge research. Chu then headed 
back to Idaho Falls for concluding presentations on INL’s national and homeland security programs and its efforts 
in the sustainable energy and environmental sciences area. During a mid-visit news conference, Chu pointed to 
the need for wiser use of energy and expansion of clean-energy technologies.   
   
 INL Internship Program Cited as Among the Best 
INL’s internship program has once again scored well in the areas of pay, housing allowances, the opportunity to 
do meaningful work and related criteria, which gained it a spot for the second straight year in a national listing of 
top internship programs in the United States. “The internships we profile in the annual Vault Guide to Top 
Internships are chosen based on the quality of their program,” said Carolyn Wise, a Vault senior editor. “We 
consider a number of different factors, including: training, career preparation, mentoring and access to full-time 
professionals. No company or organization is included in the guide without proving the high caliber of their 
internship program.” INL’s internship program annually attracts about 250 undergraduate and graduate students. 

 Lab Reaches out to Southern Idaho 
INL sponsored this year’s Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization (SIEDO) Annual Economic 
Development Summit held Sept. 9 in Twin Falls. Brent Stacey, director of Technology Deployment, shared 
information on INL’s commercialization efforts and technology-based economic development programs and 
presented SIEDO Chairman Dan Olmstead with a $20,000 grant to support the region’s economic development 
efforts. This year’s meeting also focused on the impact of sustainable energy development in the Magic Valley 
and included a panel discussion with leading energy developers in the state, moderated by INL’s Gary Seifert. 
Melinda Hamilton, INL director of Education Programs, provided an overview of the lab’s partnerships and 
initiatives in support of both K-12 and higher education.  
 
 Nuclear Scientist Receives an Emmy 
INL Nuclear Science & Technology Fellow Bruce Mincher participated in an educational television series on 
chemistry that has just been awarded the 2010 Los Angeles Area Emmy award for Best Instructional 
Programming. Invited to be part of the program by colleagues at the University of California and California State 
University, Mincher appeared on multiple episodes as an expert in nuclear chemistry. He was one of several 
scientists who helped explain radioactivity, used nuclear fuel and nuclear waste disposal issues.  

 
For more information, contact Lou Riepl at (208) 334-9574. 
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